KnightMUN IX, Organization of the Islamic Conference
Distinguished Delegates,
Let me be the first to welcome you to the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) at KnightMUN IX! My name is Cameron Taylor and I will be serving as your Director for the OIC. I am extremely excited to be directing this committee as it will be my first directorship and I am also very interested in Middle Eastern topics. To tell you a little about myself, I am currently a sophomore at the University of Florida pursuing a dual degree in Telecommunications and Political Science. I am also working towards a certificate in Public Affairs and a minor in Business Administration. My goal after graduation is to be a political news analyst at a major news network that focuses on international and domestic issues. Our Assistant Director will be Hakim Effiom who is also a sophomore at the University of Florida. He is double majoring in Political Science and Economics. 
I first became involved with Model UN my junior year of high school.  I really did not know how Model UN operated but I was interested in global affairs and that was enough for me to become involved. The first conference that I ever attended as a delegate was KnightMUN. KnightMUN gave me great insight into what Model UN was all about and I hope to do the same for all of those that are being introduced to the Model UN world. Because KnightMUN is a training conference, I am open to any questions that you all might have before, during, and after the conference. After all, I want each and every one of you to be very comfortable with how Model UN works by the end of this conference and for you veterans; this will be a brush up. This will be my fourth year being involved with Model UN and I can say that it has been an awesome experience. 
Both of our topics that we will be discussing are extremely pertinent to our committee and have been ongoing for many years. The two topics that you will be researching consist of combating poverty in the occupied Palestinian territories and establishing Islamic centers for education and professional training in war-torn areas. As a reminder, position papers are required for this committee and will be submitted at the beginning of the first session of committee. They are a great start to your research and can also be helpful during your committee. Of course, I would highly recommend going above and beyond your position paper as that can limit the depth of your argument. For all details pertaining to the position paper, please refer to the conference details tab of the KnightMUN website. 
This committee will run under standard parliamentary procedure. I look forward to meeting all of you at the conference and can’t wait for the many inventive solutions that you will create for the topics we are discussing. Above all, I want you all to have a great time but also create meaningful debate.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me at camantaylor@gmail.com. I check my email all the time and will respond as soon as I can. You can also email my assistant director, Hakim, at heffiom@ufl.edu. Best of luck researching!
Sincerely,

Cameron Taylor

Director, Organization of the Islamic Conference
Committee Description:

The Organization of The Islamic Conference is one of the largest inter-governmental organizations in the entire world. It ranks second next to the actual United Nations. It is the goal of The Organization to promote peace and security in the Muslim world as well as international tranquility with the entire world. The Organization serves to be that voice of consensus to ensure harmony.
 To guarantee organized debate, standard parliamentary procedure will be followed. As dictated by the Charter of the Organization of Islamic Conference, decisions and resolutions will be based on consensus. However if this does not occur, a two-thirds majority will be required to pass a decision or resolution.

Committee Background: 

The OIC is comprised of fifty-seven states that are spread across the globe. However the Organization of the Islamic Conference did not always consist of all these members. It rather began when the Al-Aqsa Mosque burned down in Jerusalem. The OIC formally was established when it convened in Morocco in September of 1969. In 1970, the OIC met to establish a permanent secretariat in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia and would be led by the secretary general. Today the OIC has grown from a mere twenty-five member states to an astounding fifty-seven member states. The OIC has developed into an international icon because it has been able to unite Muslims across the globe through its focus to common causes. What has also made the OIC appealing is that they strive to eliminate any form of discrimination against Muslims as to protect Muslims and the religion of Islam. 


As of 2005, the OIC created a Ten-Year Program of Action, which laid down a solid plan for all member states to follow. The plan consisted of promoting tolerance and moderation, modernization, reform in science and technology, education, trade, and stresses the importance of respectable governing and the support of human rights with regards to children, women, elders, and above all the family values that Islam promotes. All of these initiatives are a joint effort that all member states have agreed upon because of how the world has changed in recent years. With this plan, the OIC hopes to promote overall peace and prosperity.


The OIC consists of three major bodies, which contain the Islamic Summit, The Council of Foreign Ministers, and the General Secretariat. The Islamic Summit is the most powerful body of the OIC and consists of the heads of each member states. The Islamic Summit meets every three years and makes decisions while providing guidance on issues. The Council of Foreign Ministers meets once a year and their duties are to make decisions and create resolutions on common issues and to also review previous legislation. The General Secretariat is the executive part of the OIC and deals with implementing all decisions and resolutions that were passed by the two other bodies.


Currently the Secretary-General of the OIC is Professor Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu who is the first “by-vote” elected. Before being elected, Professor Ihsanoglu perpetuated awareness of the Muslim culture to the entire world through many initiatives such as publishing literature, giving speeches, and starting projects. Because of his efforts, he has been recognized as an intellect and scholar that has connected both the Muslim and Western World. As Secretary-General of the OIC, he has chosen to focus on Muslim minority rights and human rights globally.
 
Topic One: Combating Poverty in the Occupied Palestinian Territories
[image: image1.jpg]West Bank and Gaza





Introduction: 
Poverty is an issue that completely transforms an individual’s life. They are forced to live a different way of life and must adapt to it in order to survive. Not only does poverty have immense short-term consequences, but it also has long-term effects that do not fade easily. Poverty has been consistently increasing in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (oPt) in more recent years. According to UNICEF, poverty in the Gaza Strip has increased from 21% living in extreme poverty in 1999 to 35% in 2006 and continues to amplify. Although West Bank poverty rates have been lower than in Gaza, they are still at a rate of 14%. Because of these poverty rates, food security has become an issue. Families are continuing to cut back on food supplies as poverty rates continue to rise. People living in the Gaza spend approximately two-thirds of their income on food, while people in the West Bank spend a little more than half on their food supplies.
  While people in the West Bank are living a bit better than those in the Gaza, these conditions are still unacceptable and must be resolved by the OIC to ensure our fellow Muslims the right to prosperity. 

As of 2009, the Occupied Palestinian Territories have been ranked 110 out of 182 in terms of the Human Development Index HDI.
 This particular statistic is comprised of life expectancy, GDP-per capita, and education. It is designed to measure the quality of life. With this in mind, conditions need to be improved for these people.


As dictated in the Millennium Development Goals, Goal One is to eliminate extreme poverty and hunger. Poverty has been increasing in recent years due to economic and political instability in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. Because food security is not guaranteed in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, many people may fall back under the poverty line and make this situation more long term. With this in mind, health standards and social stability are at risk for those living in the area.


As of 2009, the UNDP assessed the progress of the Millennium Development Goals with regards to oPt and have found that many of the goals have not succeeded. In terms of extreme poverty and hungry, the UNDP has said that this MDG is not likely to be accomplished anytime soon. These results stem from continuous high poverty rates and an increase in the number of those entering the level of poverty.

History:


Poverty in this region came about mainly from economic, social, and political instability. All of these factors have contributed to an ever-increasing poverty rate in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. According to the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, Palestinian poverty began in 1948 when there was a forced migration and ethnic cleansing in Palestine. This event scattered many Palestinians to the West Bank and Gaza Strip where they essentially became refugees. In 1967 Palestinians were again put into poverty when the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) occupied the Gaza Strip and West Bank. Once again, Palestinians were forced to flee as refugees and intensifying the poverty situation.


Some things that the IDF implemented consisted of taking away Palestinian land and assuming control of all resources. The IDF also took over all the industry in the area so that it became an economy of Israeli products. Taxes were also raised which contributed to a decrease in Palestinian lifestyle during this period. Living standards continued to decrease even into the 1990s because of the First Gulf War. Because of the war, many lost their jobs and money transfers from those that worked in the Gulf States.


As of more recent years, many international organizations that work in the OPT do not see poverty conditions improving. Unemployment rates are expected to be at about 50% and the World Bank sees this rate increasing because of the Israeli policies of closure. This policy has essentially led the OPT to lose a majority of its international aid.


The UNDP has been assisting the Occupied Palestinian Territories since 1978 with its Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People. As of right now, the UNDP has spent around six million dollars implementing various projects in the West Bank and Gaza. The UNDP plan consists of improving socio-economic conditions and accessing more food and water. Their plan also consists of improving the Palestinian infrastructure, which consists of rebuilding the rural economy.  

Recently, the UNDP created the Deprived Families Economic Empowerment Programme. This program’s aim is to improve the lives of families that are suffering immense poverty in the West Bank and Gaza.  The program heavily focuses on families being self-reliant and being able to be economically self-sufficient. This reaffirms the UNDP’s belief that “economic and human development are key elements of any recovery situation.” Because of this program, 2,210 entrepreneurs have been given the finances to begin or improve small businesses or have the ability to advance their skills with their current job. 12,000 families have also been given funds by micro-finance institutions in order to improve their lives.
 

The OIC has also come up with previous legislation as how to alleviate poverty in the Occupied Palestinian Territories by coming up with a broader plan for all Islamic states. Their plan is called the Ten Year Strategic Plan in which they advocate more economic cooperation and the increase in inter-OIC trade. The plan specifically mentions that eliminating poverty in “conflict-affected areas” such as the Occupied Palestinian Territories is necessary. 

One solution that the plan lists to relieve poverty in OIC Member States is to support the Islamic Development Bank (IDB). The IDB is believed to be one of the most viable ways to end poverty and address the problem fully. By supporting the IDB, the OIC feels that this will provide many job opportunities for those that are unemployed. Through this plan, a special fund has been established for combating poverty.

The World Health Organization in collaboration with other UN agencies is also seeking to eliminate poverty in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. However, they are pursuing a different approach that focuses on health and humanitarian action. They particularly advocate an open dialogue between Palestinian and Israeli officials that are particularly involved in health professions and non-profit institutions. WHO’s particular philosophy believes that there is a connection between using health to reduce poverty levels. WHO touches upon the poverty issue by saying that the oPt is in a destitute state because closure and the inability for people and goods to move. 

Essentially, the oPt cannot improve its condition until the people can properly move around the country efficiently. This closure is due to Israel’s jurisdiction. The people in the oPt need access to more resources in order to become self-sufficient again. From a humanitarian standpoint, political progress must be made in order for poverty to be alleviated.

As of 2009, the UNDP reported that the Occupied Palestinian Territories have been receiving aid from the Islamic Development Bank, Germany, the United Arab Emirates, Italy, Japan, Spain, and the UNDP. All of these donations have totaled to over eight million specifically for poverty reduction. With this in mind, the oPt is receiving considerable international aid but is still not making the necessary progress that is needed to eliminate poverty.

Prevalence of the Issue: 
The level of immense poverty is spread throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territories. The main areas consist of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. According to World Health Organization, 51% of Palestinians live below the poverty line. Another 19% live in extreme poverty. This combined number accounts for 70% of Palestinians living in great poverty as of 2008. To divide up the two territories, the West Bank is at a poverty level of 48% and the Gaza is at 56%. These rates keep increasing as conditions worsen.

To put the situation in perspective, most families live on less than one dollar per person per day. This is hardly enough income to support an individual person, yet alone a family. As of 2009, unemployment stands at an astounding 31.4% for the whole Palestinian population. It is much worse for younger people though where it is at 67%. However unemployment rates have been improving slightly in the past few years.


Other factors that have contributed to high poverty rates include droughts and the inability to access agriculture and irrigation systems. Because of this, people in the West Bank and the Gaza have been receiving food assistance in order to feed their families to prevent starvation and malnutrition. One-third of West Bank families and almost three quarters of Gaza families received food assistance in 2008. Food insecurity is a bigger issue in the Gaza Strip than in the West Bank. More than half of families in the Gaza Strip face food insecurity because of how widespread the issue is.


The following is a case study that specifically looks at a program designed by the EU in 2006 to aid Palestinians. In collaboration with the World Bank and the European Commission, the Temporary International Mechanism (TIM) was created with the request of the Quartet (EU, USA, UN, and Russia). The main objective of TIM is to alleviate the socio-economic crises of the Palestinian People. The difference between other international aid initiatives and the Temporary International Mechanism is that TIM directly gives assistance to the Palestinian people. This type of assistance helps to not be linked with the Palestinian Authority (PA) government.


The plan is divided into three different types of “windows.” The first window covers the cost of necessities, health, education, and other social services. The second window seeks to ensure that all electricity, health care, and sanitation are provided for Palestinians. The third window provided direct cash assistance to one million Palestinians. The EU is essentially trying to provide relief to those that have been severely affected by socio-economic conditions. The total cost of the TIM project was roughly around 1200 million dollars (615 million euros). Although the EU’s attempt at helping the Palestinian quality of life was a great effort, many Palestinians are still living below the line of poverty and are unemployed. As a result, other initiatives and measures must be considered.


In a recent World Health Assembly, it was determined that a reason for food insecurity and increasing rates of poverty is because of the Israeli occupying forces. The Gaza Strip is particularly experiencing more consequences because of Israel’s policy of closure. The policy has affected many of the people living within the Gaza Strip to the point where many cannot leave the Gaza Strip and their quality of life has taken a severe toll. All of this has amounted to anger towards the Israelis because the Palestinians cannot live their lives comfortably and peacefully.


The West Bank was also addressed in this Assembly and has faced some hardships as well. Although the conditions in the West Bank are not as severe as those in the Gaza Strip, they still need to be addressed because of the fundamental problem that both are having. The West Bank is also under Israeli control and is subject to a permit system therefore putting the West Bank’s economy and social aspects to the test. These permits have only increased poverty and unemployment because of how restrictive they are. For both areas to improve the quality of life for their citizens, communication must be put into action. Instead of building barriers, peace talks need to be put in place for the Palestinian people to live healthy and productive lives.

Research Questions:
1. Has your country ever had to deal with poverty in a specific location?

2. What ways has your country gone about decreasing poverty? Was it successful?

3. Is your country currently a donor for combating poverty in the Occupied Palestinian Territories?

4. Does your country support the two-state solution?

5. Has your country had to deal with restrictions that decreased the quality of life?
Helpful Websites: 
1. http://www.oic-oci.org/ex-summit/english/10-years-plan.htm
2. http://www.undp.ps/en/index.html
3. http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/oPt_50318.html
4. http://www.wfp.org/countries/occupied-palestinian-territory
5. http://www.oic-oci.org/english/article/UNWRA_palestine_poverty.pdf
Topic Two: Establishing Islamic Centers for Education and Professional Training in War-torn Areas
Introduction:
War's impact is more than just physical. While casualties from fighting may greatly affect society, the psychological burden conflict places on civilians causes an immense amount of harm as well. There are various methods for building peace in war-torn areas, but each must be specific to the context in which it serves. In many Muslim countries, Islamic centers are established for educational and professional training purposes. There are many regions of countries that are having their Islamic values put at risk because of war causing detrimental consequences. Some of those countries include Somalia, Pakistan, Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen and many others. In many of these countries, education is constantly interrupted because of on going conflict. As a result, education is often limited because of constant conflict occurring in some of these countries. Those countries that have recently finished wars are finally reopening their schools to continue educating people of all ages and to keep training them for the future. Because of the consequences that war embarks onto countries, more Islamic centers must be established to continue education and professional training. Without these, many Muslim countries will fall behind and be forced to catch up for many years to come.
Something also to consider for many citizens in each of these countries is that many of them are forced to become refugees or internally displaced people (IDP) because they are not safe where they are living anymore. Bearing this in mind, many of these refugees and IDPs do not necessarily focus on education as their prime objective. Their main focuses are things that are necessary such as food, water, and shelter. Education tends to become a secondary item that is not a necessity for those that are barely surviving.
Afghanistan and Iraq are known to be the largest contributors of refugees. They account for almost five million people that have fled to various countries to get away from the consequences of being in a war torn country. Sudan is recognized as the largest stronghold for over two million IDPs in the Muslim world. Colombia has the world’s largest internally displaced population. Both of these countries have such high IDP populations because of the civil wars that both are experiencing at this time.
 
Many children are also forced out of school during a war. A vast majority of them do not return to school because it is dangerous and many times the school is closed down for many years. In war torn countries such as Sudan, many children cannot go back to school. As a result, only about half of children are enrolled in primary school and 61% of the population is literate. These conditions caused by war take a toll upon a country’s citizens and limit them from finishing their education and pursuing their dreams.

During these times of war in various countries, many do not have access to educational or professional training centers. By establishing more centers, people will be able to finish their education and become active members in society. Although these centers might be difficult to create in countries experiencing war, it is a way to rebuild their educational system. Countries that are going through post-war conditions can certainly begin their new lives with the establishment of more Islamic centers for educational and professional training. It can be looked at as a way to reintegrate people back into their countries and to also create unity within a country. Many times war creates fragmentation among its people and it takes many years for people to identify with their own country again. With these centers, they will promote the Islamic values of moderation and tolerance that will enhance the lives of those affected by war.

As dictated by the Millennium Development Goals, the second goal is to “achieve universal primary education.” The establishment of more Islamic centers for educational and professional training contributes to achieving this goal. By 2015, the Millennium Development Goals would like all boys and girls to have the chance to complete a course in primary school.
 The Islamic Centers would further this particular MDG by giving more accessibility to education. Furthermore, education is something that cannot be lost during a time of crisis.
History:
Many nations in the Muslim World have experienced armed conflict in their lifetime. One particular nation’s education system that was affected by war was Iran. During the Iran-Iraq War that lasted until the late 1980s, much of Iran’s educational infrastructure was destroyed. Around 20% of all classrooms in Iran were destroyed and amounted to around 9,300 classrooms. Because of this, more than one million students were forced to flee for safety. Many schools were interrupted because of this intense conflict and caused many students to overpopulate other regions of the country. This caused many schools to have to teach in shifts to accommodate the number of students that fled the war region (Amirahmadi).

The UN has several programs that assist education throughout the globe. One branch of the UN that particularly helps war torn countries with their education system is the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). The UNHCR has made it one of their policies to make sure that refugee children in war torn countries are able to have access to education. They believe it is a basic human right to have access to education. The UNHCR funds both governmental and non-governmental organizations to provide education to refugee children. They have educated around 500,000 children around the globe. They also support vocational and literacy classes for adults.


The United Nation’s Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is another organization that heavily focuses on children receiving adequate education. UNICEF stresses that education is a right that all children are entitled to. They focus on children receiving a well-rounded education that enhances their lives and teaches them fundamental things that they can use to live healthy lives. They specifically address children that are in war torn countries and feel that too many children are out of school. They feel that all children should receive a quality education no matter the circumstances.

Education has been a goal that the Organization of the Islamic Conference has continually strived for over the years. In the OIC’s Ten Year Programme of Action, the OIC stresses the need for education because of low literacy rates and the low standards that are implemented in many Muslim countries. This plan of action is the most recent of efforts that Muslim countries have put forth towards education. This plan was created in 2005 to be completed by 2015 with the hope that people in Muslim countries would have a well-balanced curriculum that focuses on the teachings of Islam but will also prepare people for the world.
Islam focuses on tolerance and moderation. Many Member States agreed that understanding other religions and cultures was key and to reject all forms of fanaticism. Above all, the OIC wanted to stress pride in being Muslim through the “teachings of Islamic education, culture, and civilization.” The OIC also feels that education needs to be reformed and improved in many Muslim nations. To be in line with the Muslim World, the OIC points out that postgraduate studies need to align with the modernizing Muslim World. They also feel that Member States need to push for an education that is creative and inventive that focuses on research and development.

Prevalence of the Issue: 
Several Islamic states struggling with the after effects of violence have seen their education infrastructure diminished, if not completely abandoned. Islamic states such as Yemen, Sudan, Afghanistan and Pakistan are struggling to keep education rates rising in the face of increasing instability and conflict.

At the 2005 OIC summit in Makkah al Mukarramah, Saudi Arabia, the committee noted “there is an urgent need to tackle the spread of illiteracy and low standards of education at all levels.
” In Pakistan, the Pakistan Literacy Project, run by the Islamic Aamnat Foundation, has been making great strides to increase literacy in a country where close to 40% of the population is illiterate. Founder Nisar Memon, a Pakistani politician, advocates the PLP program as a means to educated young Pakistanis while at the same time directing them away from extremism.

Education can go a long way to rebuilding a nation suffering from war and violence. In Yemen where close to 70% of the people rely on agriculture for subsistence, improvements in education and literacy could dramatically improve productivity and yields. The Yemen Times reports numerous cases of farmers buying out of date products or paying prices higher than average simply because they are unable to read and write contracts.

Research Questions:
1. Is your country currently in a state of war or recovering from war?

2. Has your education system been affected by war?

3. What programs or initiatives has your country implemented to combat the consequences of war upon education?

4. Has your country received aid from any UN programs to rebuild your education system?

5. What ways has your country modernized their education curriculum for the contemporary world?
Helpful Websites: 
1. http://www.unicef.org/education/
2. http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646cda.html
3. http://www.oic-oci.org/ex-summit/english/10-years-plan.htm
4. http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0018/001868/186809e.pdf
5. http://www.oic-oci.org/external_web/darfour/en/data/Health_Education.pdf
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